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HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FEBRUARY MEETING 

 
Minutes of February 28, 2023 

 
The 415th meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 

February 28, 2023, remotely with Chair Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. presiding. 
 

MEMBERS  
PRESENT 

Robert W. Gilbert, Chair  
Charles Epstein 
Ted Hebert 
Evan Plotkin 
Nayroby Rosa 
Vanessa Smith 
Ivonne Vidal 
Eleanor Williams 
 

MEMBERS 
ABSENT 

Trustee George, Yolanda Johnson 
 

ALSO PRESENT Teresa Beaudry, Teresa Beaudry, J Benvenutti (student), J Betancourt (student), 
Amy Brandt, Maria Brunelle, Laurel Carpenter, Karen Desjeans, Mayra Diaz, 
Jeff Hayden, Jane Johnson Vottero, B Keil (student), Johanna Lebron, Lauren 
LeClair, Vanessa Martinez, Sharale Mathis, K Moriarty (student), Evelyn 
Rivera-Riffenburg, Michelle Robak, Christina Royal, Narayan Sampath, 
Jeannette Smith, Gordon Snyder, and Ileana Vasu. 
 

MEETING CALL TO 
ORDER 

At 8:05 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Robert Gilbert. 

 Roll Call Attendance: 
Trustee Epstein Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Plotkin    Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes  
Trustee Vidal  Yes. 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 
CONSIDERATION OF 
CONSENT AGENDA 
ITEMS 

Chair Gilbert asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 
regular agenda, and the Audit and Finance Committee was removed from the 
Consent Agenda.   

 
• Consideration of Minute for Board of Trustees Meeting of 

January 24, 2023 (separate attachment) 
• Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustees Retreat Meeting 

of January 12, 2023 (separate attachment) 
• Report of Personnel Actions dated February 28, 2023 

• To approve the personnel actions listed above for the above 
Non-Unit Professional, MCCC Unit Professional Staff, and 
Faculty. 

• To empower the President of the College to approve all 
personal actions prior to the next meeting 

• Committee Reports 
• Advocacy 
• By-Laws and Governance 
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• Audit and Finance Committee  
• Equity 
• Nominating 
• Presidential Evaluation Committee 
• Strategic Planning  

 
A motion was made by Trustee Williams and seconded by Trustee Epstein 
to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. 
 
Roll Call Attendance: 
Trustee Epstein Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Plotkin    Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes  
Trustee Vidal  Yes. 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 

AUDIT AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE 

Vice President Sampath updated the Board on the Single Audit Report for FY 
2022.  This audit looks at the compliance aspect of the College and the spending 
of federal awards.  O’Connor and Drew issued their option the College is 
compliant in all material aspects of federal funding.  (Please see Report at the 
end of the minutes.) 

 
A motion was made by Trustee Williams and seconded by Trustee Plotkin 
to approve the Single Audit Report, as presented. 
 
Roll Call Attendance: 
Trustee Epstein Did not respond 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Plotkin    Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes  
Trustee Vidal  Yes. 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 
Vice President Sampath reviewed the Second Quarter Revenue and Expenses 
Report as follows: 
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A motion was made by Trustee Vidal and seconded by Trustee Epstein to 
approve the Second Quarter Revenue and Expenses Report, as presented. 
 
Roll Call Attendance: 
Trustee Epstein Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Plotkin    Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes  
Trustee Vidal  Yes. 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 

PRESIDENTIAL 
SEARCH PROCESS 
UPDATE 
 

Trustee Williams provided an update on the of Presidential Search process. 
• The Posting for this position closed on February 21, 2023, and 

applications are being reviewed by the Committee. 
• The next meeting will be on March 2, 2023 to identify semi-finalists to 

interview.  Those interviews will take place on March 22nd, 23rd, and 
24th.  On campus interviews for finalists will take place in early April. 

 
REPORT OF THE 
CHAIR 
 

Chair Gilbert shared highlights since the last meeting. 
 

• He attended a tour of the Marieb Building along with other trustees to 
continue the college’s work on a major campaign for renovations to this 
building. 

• He reminded Trustees to start using the OnBoard Software portal.  
Training was conducted in mid-February and all Trustees should now 
have an account. 

• Along with President Royal, Amanda Sbriscia, and John Sieracki, he 
was part of a successful meeting with potential donors in Florida. 

•  
PRESIDENT’S President Royal gave an opportunity to introduce new employees.  Vice 
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REPORT: 
 

President Sampath let the Board know a CIO search was conducted over the last 
few months, and he is happy to let the Board know that Kimberly Florek has 
accepted the position of CIO on campus.  She will start on March 20, 2023.  She 
has over 20 years of experience in the field, including time at higher education 
institutions. 
 
President Royal provided further updates: 

• The Vice President for Equity, Diversity and Inclusion position has been 
posted and is open under March 3, 2023.  She asked Trustees to share 
within their networks. 

• The Governor has articulated a budget priority of Mass Reconnect, 
which is a proposal to have free community college for adult learners 
without a college degree.  And the Senate President has also articulated a 
desire for free community college, however, it does not have the same 
stipulations; and it still needs to go through the Legislature.  She 
encouraged the Audit and Finance Committee to discuss the impact of 
these proposals on the College, as we get more details. 

 
 President Royal asked Dr. Mathis to introduce Professor Ileana Vasu for a 

presentation on Equity in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM).  Professor Vasu was joined by Professor Vanessa Martinez, Professor 
Laurel Carpenter, and STEM Scholar students. 
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ADJOURNMENT OF 
MEETING 

On a motion by Trustee Williams and seconded by Trustee Heber it was 
VOTED to adjourn the meeting. 

 
Roll Call Attendance: 
Trustee Epstein Left at 9:27 am 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Plotkin    Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes  
Trustee Vidal  Yes. 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:34 a.m. 
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 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ivonne Vidal,                            
Secretary Board of Trustees 

 
 
 

Approved: Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair  
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HOLYOKE COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 

(an Agency of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts) 
 

 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORTS AS REQUIRED 
BY THE UNIFORM GUIDANCE AND GOVERNMENT 

AUDITING STANDARDS AND RELATED 
INFORMATION 

 
JUNE 30, 2022 
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HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
(an Agency of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts) 

 
Independent Auditors' Reports as Required by the Uniform Guidance and 

Government Auditing Standards and Related Information 
 

June 30, 2022 
 
 

C O N T E N T S 
 
 
Independent Auditors' Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal 

Program; Report on Internal Control Over Compliance; and Report on 
the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards Required by the 
Uniform Guidance 1-3 

 
Independent Auditors' Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial 
Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards 4-5 

 
Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 6-7 
 
Notes to the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 8 
 
Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 9-10 
 
Required Auditee Information:  
  
 Management's Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 11 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE FOR EACH 
MAJOR FEDERAL PROGRAM; REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
OVER COMPLIANCE; AND REPORT ON THE SCHEDULE OF 
EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS REQUIRED BY THE 
UNIFORM GUIDANCE  
 
 
To the Board of Trustees of  
Holyoke Community College 
Holyoke, Massachusetts 
 
 
Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program 
 
Opinion on Each Major Federal Program 
We have audited Holyoke Community College’s (an agency of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts) (the "College") compliance with the types of compliance requirements identified 
as subject to audit in the OMB Compliance Supplement that could have a direct and material 
effect on each of the College’s major federal programs for the year ended June 30, 2022. The 
College’s major federal programs are identified in the summary of auditors’ results section of the 
accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs. 
 
In our opinion, the College complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance 
requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major 
federal programs for the year ended June 30, 2022. 
 
Basis for Opinion on Each Major Federal Program 
We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted 
in the United States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and the 
audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative 
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform 
Guidance). Our responsibilities under those standards and the Uniform Guidance are further 
described in the Auditors' Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section of our report. 
 
We are required to be independent of Holyoke Community College and to meet our other ethical 
responsibilities, in accordance with relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We 
believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our opinion on compliance for each major federal program. Our audit does not provide a 
legal determination of the College’s compliance requirements referred to above. 
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Responsibilities of Management for Compliance 
Management is responsible for compliance with the requirements referred to above and for the 
design, implementation, and maintenance of effective internal control over compliance with the 
requirements of laws, statutes, regulations, rules, and provisions of contracts or grant agreements 
applicable to the College’s federal programs. 
 
Auditors’ Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material noncompliance with 
the compliance requirements referred to above occurred, whether due to fraud or error, and 
express an opinion on the College’s compliance based on our audit. Reasonable assurance is a 
high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit 
conducted in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America, Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance will always detect 
material noncompliance when it exists. The risk of not detecting material noncompliance 
resulting from fraud is higher than for that resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, 
forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 
Noncompliance with the compliance requirements referred to above is considered material if 
there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, it would influence the 
judgment made by a reasonable user of the report on compliance about the College’s compliance 
with the requirements of each major federal program as a whole. 
 

In performing an audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America, Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance, we: 
 

 Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the 
audit. 

 

 Identify and assess the risks of material noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error, 
and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures 
include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the College’s compliance with the 
compliance requirements referred to above and performing such other procedures as we 
considered necessary in the circumstance. 

 

 Obtain an understanding of the College’s internal control over compliance relevant to the 
audit in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances and to 
test and report on internal control over compliance in accordance with the Uniform 
Guidance, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
University’s internal control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. 

 
We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other 
matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit and any significant deficiencies and material 
weaknesses in internal control over compliance that we identified during the audit. 
 
Report on Internal Control over Compliance 
A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control 
over compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing 
their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of 
compliance requirement of a federal program on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal 
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control over compliance is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies in internal control over 
compliance, such that there is a reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type of 
compliance requirement of a federal program will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on 
a timely basis. A significant deficiency in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies in internal control over compliance with a type of compliance 
requirement of a federal program that is less severe than a material weakness in internal control 
over compliance, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in 
the Auditors' Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section above and was not designed to 
identify all the deficiencies in internal control over compliance that might be material 
weaknesses or significant deficiencies in internal control over compliance. Given these 
limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal control over 
compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses or 
significant deficiencies in internal control over compliance may exist that have not been 
identified. 

Our audit was not designed for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of 
internal control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. 

The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of 
our testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the 
requirements of the Uniform Guidance. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other 
purpose.

Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 
We have audited the financial statements of the College as of and for the year ended June 30, 
2022. We issued our report thereon dated November 22, 2022, which contained an unmodified 
opinion on those financial statements. Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an 
opinion on the financial statements as a whole. The accompanying schedule of expenditures of 
federal awards is presented for purposes of additional analysis as required by the Uniform 
Guidance. Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived from, and 
relates directly to, the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial 
statements. The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of 
the financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling 
such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the 
financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional 
procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America. In our opinion, the schedule of expenditures of federal awards is fairly stated in all 
material respects in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole. 

Certified Public Accountants 
Braintree, Massachusetts  
January 10, 2023 
(except for the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards, for which the date is November 22, 
2022) 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER 
MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING 
STANDARDS 
 
 
To the Board of Trustees of  
Holyoke Community College 
Holyoke, Massachusetts 
 
 
We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the 
business-type activities of Holyoke Community College (the "College"), as of and for the year 
ended June 30, 2022, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively 
comprise the College's basic financial statements and have issued our report thereon dated 
November 22, 2022.  
 
Our report includes a reference to other auditors who audited the financial statements of the 
Holyoke Community College Foundation, the discretely presented component unit of the 
College, as described in our report on the College’s financial statements. This report does not 
include the results of the other auditors’ testing of internal control over financial reporting or 
compliance and other matters that are reported on separately by those auditors. 
 
Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the College’s 
internal control over financial reporting (“internal control”) as a basis for designing audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions 
on the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the College’s internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the College’s internal control. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to 
prevent, or detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable 
possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s financial statements will not be prevented, 
or detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet 
important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 
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Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph 
of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be 
material weaknesses or significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did 
not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. 
However, material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 
 
Report on Compliance and Other Matters 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the College’s financial statements are 
free from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct 
and material effect on the financial statements. However, providing an opinion on compliance 
with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such 
an opinion.  The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters 
that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 
 
Purpose of this Report 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the entity’s internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity’s 
internal control and compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other 
purpose. 
 
 
 
Certified Public Accountants 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 
November 22, 2022 
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SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES  
OF FEDERAL AWARDS 
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Assistance Passed 
Listing Pass-Through Entity Federal Through to

Number Pass-Through Entity  Award Number Expenditures Subrecipients
STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE CLUSTER

U.S. Department of Education:
Direct Awards:

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant 84.007 N/A N/A 184,400$            -$                        
Federal Work-Study Program 84.033 N/A N/A 78,818                -                          
Federal Pell Grant Program 84.063 N/A N/A 5,271,538           -                          
Federal Direct Student Loans 84.268 N/A N/A 2,280,653           -                          

Total Student Financial Assistance Cluster 7,815,409           -                          

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CLUSTER
National Science Foundation

Direct Awards:
Computer and Information Science and Engineering 47.070 N/A N/A 6,961                  -                          
Education and Human Resources 47.076 N/A N/A 289,996              -                          

Total Research and Development Cluster 296,957              -                          

TRIO CLUSTER
U.S. Department of Education:

Direct Awards:
TRIO - Student Support Services 84.042 N/A N/A 378,464              -                          

Total TRIO Cluster 378,464              -                          

NON-CLUSTER
National Endowment for the Humanities:

Direct Awards:
Digital Humanities Fellowships 45.162 N/A N/A 16,460                -                          

U.S. Department of Education
Direct Awards:

Higher Education Institutional Aid 84.031A N/A N/A 362,801              -                          
COVID-19 Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF) Student Aid Portion* 84.425E N/A N/A 6,803,464           -                          
COVID-19 Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF) Institutional Portion* 84.425F N/A N/A 6,052,581           -                          
COVID-19 - Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund - Minority Serving Institutions Program* 84.425L N/A N/A 280,258              -                          

Total Program 13,499,104         -                          

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Pass-through Awards:

State Administrative Matching Grants for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 10.561 University of Massachusetts Chann Medical School 015858-0002 215,027              -                          

Holyoke Community College
(an Agency of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts)

Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards

Year Ended June 30, 2022

- 6 - 
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Assistance Passed 
Listing Pass-Through Entity Federal Through to

Number Pass-Through Entity  Award Number Expenditures Subrecipients
NON-CLUSTER - CONTINUED

U.S. Department of Education
Pass-through Awards:

Adult Education - Basic Grants to States

ALC Juntos 84.002 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department

of Elementary and Secondary Education 340-377658-2021-1210 696,875$            -$                        

ESOL Civics 84.002 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department

of Elementary and Secondary Education 359-377581-2021-1210 23,359                -                          

Ludlow ALC Federal 84.002 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department

of Elementary and Secondary Education 359-377581-2021-1210 167,758              -                          

ESOL Nurse Aid 84.002 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department

of Elementary and Secondary Education 359-377581-2021-1210 84,807                -                          

STCC Federal ESOL 84.002 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department

of Elementary and Secondary Education 359-509772-2022-1257 71,080                -                          

STCC Federal EIL 84.002 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department

of Elementary and Secondary Education 359-509772-2022-1257 9,266                  -                          

Total Program 1,053,145           -                          

Career and Technical Education - Basic Grants to States 84.048 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department

of Elementary and Secondary Education 401-292281-2020-1210 255,610              -                          

HCSD Perkins 84.048 Hampden County Sheriff's Department N/A 11,591                -                          

Total Program 267,201              -                          

COVID-19 - Governor's Emergency Education Relief Fund* 84.425C Massachusetts Department of Education ISARGT7009200GCC21A 246,589              -                          

COVID-19 - Summer Acceleration to College Program* 84.425D Massachusetts Department of Education 463-498773-2022-1210 10,042                -                          

Total Program 256,631              -                          

Health and Human Services HRSA

Direct Awards:

HRSA/BHWET 93.732 N/A N/A 26,381                -                          

ASPIN Opioid Impacted Family Support Program 93.732 N/A N/A 574,746              -                          

Total Program 601,127              -                          

Total Non-Cluster 15,908,695         -                          

Total Expenditures of Federal Awards 24,399,525$       -$                        

*Subtotal of Assistance Listing Number 84.425 programs is $13,392,934

See the accompanying notes to the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards.

(an Agency of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts)

Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards - Continued

Year Ended June 30, 2022

Holyoke Community College

- 7 -
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HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
(an Agency of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts) 

Notes to the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 

Year Ended June 30, 2022 

- 8 -

Note 1 -  Basis of Presentation 

The accompanying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards (the “Schedule”) 
includes the federal award activity of Holyoke Community College (the “College”) 
under programs of the Federal Government for the year ended June 30, 2022. The 
information on this Schedule is prepared in accordance with the requirements of Title 2 
U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost 
Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (“Uniform Guidance”). 
Because the Schedule presents only a selected portion of the operations of the College, 
it is not intended to, and does not present, the financial position, changes in net position 
or cash flows of the College. 

Note 2 -  Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Expenditures reported on the Schedule are reported on the accrual basis of accounting. 
Such expenditures are recognized following the cost principles contained in the 
Uniform Guidance. 

Note 3 -  Indirect Cost Rate 

The College has elected not to use the 10-percent de minimis indirect cost rate as 
allowed under the Uniform Guidance. 

Note 4 -  Federal Student Loan Programs 

Direct Student Loan Program 
The College disbursed $2,280,653 of loans under the Federal Direct Student Loans 
program, which include Stafford Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans and Parent Plus 
Loans. It is not practical to determine the balances of the loans outstanding to students 
of the College under the program as of June 30, 2022. The College is only responsible 
for the performance of certain administrative duties and, accordingly, these loans are 
not included in the College’s financial statements. 
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HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
(an Agency of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts) 

 
Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 

 
Year Ended June 30, 2022 
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Section I – Summary of Auditors’ Results: 
 
Financial Statements 
 
Type of auditors’ report issued:     Unmodified 
 
Internal control over financial reporting: 
 
 Material weaknesses identified?                yes     x      no 
 
 Significant deficiencies identified that are  

  not considered to be material weaknesses?              yes     x      no 
 

Noncompliance material to the financial 
statements noted?                  yes     x      no 

     
Federal Awards 
 
Type of auditors’ report issued on compliance 
      for major programs:      Unmodified 

 
Internal control over major programs: 
 
 Material weaknesses identified?                yes     x      no 
 
 Significant deficiencies identified that are  

  not considered to be material weaknesses?              yes    x       no 
 
 
Any audit findings disclosed that are required  

to be reported in accordance with  
the Uniform Guidance?                 yes     x      no 
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HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
(an Agency of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts) 

Notes to the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 

Year Ended June 30, 2022 

- 10 -

Identification of Major Programs 

Name of Federal Program or Cluster Assistance Listing
Number 

Education Stabilization Fund: 
     COVID-19 - Summer Acceleration to College Program 84.425D 
     COVID-19 - Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund - Student Aid Portion 84.425E 
     COVID-19 - Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund - Institutional Portion  84.425F 
     COVID-19 - Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund - MSI 84.425L 
     COVID-19 - Governor's Emergency Education Relief Fund 

Higher Education Institutional Aid 

84.425C 

84.031A 

Dollar threshold used to distinguish between 
      type A and type B programs: $750,000 

Auditee qualified as a low-risk auditee?      x      yes           no 

Section II – Financial Statement Findings: 

None 

Section III – Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs: 

None 
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Management's Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
 

Year Ended June 30, 2022 
 
 
Section IV – Management's Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings: 
 
There were no findings in the report for the year ended June 30, 2021. 
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January 10, 2023 

O’Connor & Drew, P.C. 
25 Braintree Hill Office Park  
Braintree, MA 02184 

This representation letter is provided in connection with your audit of the schedule of expenditures 
of federal awards (the Schedule) of Holyoke Community College (the College), for the year ended 
June 30, 2022, and the related notes, for the purpose of expressing opinions as to whether the 
financial statements are presented fairly, in all material respects, in accordance with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America (U.S. GAAP). 

Certain representations in this letter are described as being limited to matters that are material. 
Items are considered material, regardless of size, if they involve an omission or misstatement of 
accounting information that, in light of surrounding circumstances, makes it probable that the 
judgment of a reasonable person relying on the information would be changed or influenced by 
the omission or misstatement. An omission or misstatement that is monetarily small in amount 
could be considered material as a result of qualitative factors. 

We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, as of the date of this letter, the following 
representations made to you during your audit. 

Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 

1) We have fulfilled our responsibilities, as set out in the terms of the audit engagement
letter dated June 2, 2022, including our responsibility for the preparation and fair
presentation of the Schedule in accordance with U.S. GAAP.

2) The Schedule referred to above are fairly presented in conformity with U.S. GAAP.

3) We acknowledge our responsibility for the design, implementation, and maintenance
of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the Schedule that
are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

4) We acknowledge our responsibility for the design, implementation, and maintenance
of internal control to prevent and detect fraud.
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5) Significant assumptions we used in making accounting estimates, including those 
measured at fair value, are reasonable. 

 
6) Related party relationships and transactions have been appropriately accounted for and 

disclosed in accordance with U.S. GAAP. 
 

7) Adjustments or disclosures have been made for all events, including instances of 
noncompliance, subsequent to the date of the financial statements that would require 
adjustment to or disclosure in the Schedule or in the schedule of findings and 
questioned costs. 

 
8) The effects of uncorrected misstatements are immaterial, both individually and in the 

aggregate, to the Schedule as a whole for each opinion unit. 
 

9) The effects of all known actual or possible litigation, claims, and assessments have 
been accounted for and disclosed in accordance with U.S. GAAP. 

 
10) Guarantees, whether written or oral, under which the College is contingently liable, if 

any, have been properly recorded or disclosed. 
 

Information Provided 
 

11) We have provided you with: 
a) Access to all information, of which we are aware, that is relevant to the 

preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements, such as records, 
documentation, and other matters, and all audit or relevant monitoring reports, 
if any, received from funding sources. 
 

b) Additional information that you have requested from us for the purpose of the 
audit. 

 
c) Unrestricted access to persons within the College from whom you determined 

it necessary to obtain audit evidence. 
 

d) Minutes of the meetings of the College's Board of Directors or summaries of 
actions of recent meetings for which minutes have not yet been prepared. 

 
12) All material transactions have been recorded in the accounting records and are reflected 

in the financial statements and the schedule of expenditures of federal awards. 
 

13) We have disclosed to you the results of our assessment of the risk that the financial 
statements may be materially misstated as a result of fraud. 
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14) We have no knowledge of any fraud or suspected fraud that affects the College and
involves:

i. Management,

ii. Employees who have significant roles in internal control, or

iii. Others where the fraud could have a material effect on the financial
statements.

15) We have no knowledge of any allegations of fraud or suspected fraud affecting the
College’s schedule communicated by employees, former employees, regulators, or
others.

16) We have no knowledge of instances of noncompliance or suspected noncompliance
with provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, or grant agreements, or abuse, whose
effects should be considered when preparing financial statements.

17) We have disclosed to you all known actual or possible litigation, claims, and
assessments whose effects should be considered when preparing the financial
statements.

18) We have disclosed to you the identity of the College’s related parties and all the related
party relationships and transactions of which we are aware.

19) There have been no communications from regulatory agencies concerning
noncompliance with, or deficiencies in, financial reporting practices.

20) We have identified to you any previous audits, attestation engagements, and other
studies related to the audit objectives and whether related recommendations have been
implemented.

21) The College has no plans or intentions that may materially affect the carrying value or
classification of assets, deferred outflows of resources, liabilities, deferred inflows of
resources, and fund balance.

22) We are responsible for compliance with the laws, regulations, and provisions of
contracts and grant agreements applicable to us, including tax or debt limits and debt
contracts; and legal and contractual provisions for reporting specific activities in
separate funds.
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O’Connor & Drew, P.C. 
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23) We have identified and disclosed to you all instances, that have occurred or are likely
to have occurred, of fraud and noncompliance with provisions of laws and regulations
that we believe have a material effect on the financial statements or other financial data
significant to the audit objectives, and any other instances that warrant the attention of
those charged with governance.

24) We have identified and disclosed to you all instances, that have occurred or are likely
to have occurred, of noncompliance with provisions of contracts and grant agreements
that we believe have a material effect on the determination of financial statement
amounts or other financial data significant to the audit objectives.

25) We have identified and disclosed to you all instances, that have occurred or are likely
to have occurred, of abuse that could be quantitatively or qualitatively material to the
financial statements or other financial data significant to the audit objectives.

26) There are no violations or possible violations of budget ordinances, laws and
regulations (including those pertaining to adopting, approving, and amending budgets),
provisions of contracts and grant agreements, tax or debt limits, and any related debt
covenants whose effects should be considered for disclosure in the financial statements,
or as a basis for recording a loss contingency, or for reporting on noncompliance.

27) As part of your audit, you assisted with preparation of the financial statements and
related notes and schedule of expenditures of federal awards. We acknowledge our
responsibility as it relates to those nonaudit services, including that we assume all
management responsibilities; oversee the services by designating an individual,
preferably within senior management, who possesses suitable skill, knowledge, or
experience; evaluate the adequacy and results of the services performed; and accept
responsibility for the results of the services. We have reviewed, approved, and accepted
responsibility for those financial statements and related notes and schedule of
expenditures of federal awards.

Federal Award Programs 

28) We are responsible for understanding and complying with, and have complied with,
the requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200, Uniform
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal
Awards (Uniform Guidance), including requirements relating to preparation of the
schedule of expenditures of federal awards.

29) We acknowledge our responsibility for preparing and presenting the schedule of
expenditures of federal awards (SEFA) and related notes in accordance with the
requirements of the Uniform Guidance, and we believe the SEFA, including its form
and content, is fairly presented in accordance with the Uniform Guidance. The methods
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of measurement or presentation of the SEFA have not changed from those used in the 
prior period and we have disclosed to you any significant assumptions and 
interpretations underlying the measurement or presentation of the SEFA. 

30) If the SEFA is not presented with the audited financial statements, we will make the
audited financial statements readily available to the intended users of the SEFA no later
than the date we issue the SEFA and the auditor’s report thereon.

31) We have identified and disclosed to you all of our government programs and related
activities subject to the Uniform Guidance compliance audit, and have included in the
SEFA, expenditures made during the audit period for all awards provided by federal
agencies in the form of federal awards, federal cost-reimbursement contracts, loans,
loan guarantees, property (including donated surplus property), cooperative
agreements, interest subsidies, insurance, food commodities, direct appropriations, and
other direct assistance.

32) We are responsible for understanding and complying with, and have complied with,
the requirements of federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of federal
awards related to each of our federal programs and have identified and disclosed to you
the requirements of federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of federal
awards that are considered to have a direct and material effect on each major program.

33) We are responsible for establishing and maintaining, and have established and
maintained, effective internal control over compliance for federal programs that
provides reasonable assurance that we are managing our federal awards in compliance
with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of federal awards that
could have a material effect on our federal programs. We believe the internal control
system is adequate and is functioning as intended.

34) We have made available to you all federal awards (including amendments, if any) and
any other correspondence with federal agencies or pass-through entities relevant to
federal programs and related activities.

35) We have received no requests from a federal agency to audit one or more specific
programs as a major program.

36) We confirm that there were no amounts questioned and no known noncompliance with
the direct and material compliance requirements of federal awards.

37) We have disclosed any communications from federal awarding agencies and pass-
through entities concerning possible noncompliance with the direct and material
compliance requirements, including communications received from the end of the
period covered by the compliance audit to the date of the auditor’s report.
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38) We have disclosed to you the findings received and related corrective actions taken for 

previous audits, attestation engagements, and internal or external monitoring that 
directly relate to the objectives of the compliance audit, including findings received 
and corrective actions taken from the end of the period covered by the compliance audit 
to the date of the auditor’s report. 

 
39) Amounts claimed or used for matching were determined in accordance with relevant 

guidelines in OMB‘s Uniform Guidance (2 CFR part 200, subpart E). 
 

40) We have disclosed to you our interpretation of compliance requirements that may have 
varying interpretations. 

 
41) We have made available to you all documentation related to compliance with the direct 

and material compliance requirements, including information related to federal 
program financial reports and claims for advances and reimbursements. 

 
42) We have disclosed to you the nature of any subsequent events that provide additional 

evidence about conditions that existed at the end of the reporting period affecting 
noncompliance during the reporting period. 

 
43) There are no such known instances of noncompliance with direct and material 

compliance requirements that occurred subsequent to the period covered by the 
auditor’s report. 

 
44) No changes have been made in internal control over compliance or other factors that 

might significantly affect internal control, including any corrective action we have 
taken regarding significant deficiencies or material weaknesses in internal control over 
compliance, subsequent to the period covered by the auditor’s report. 

 
45) Federal program financial reports and claims for advances and reimbursements are 

supported by the books and records from which the financial statements have been 
prepared. 

 
46) The copies of federal program financial reports provided you are true copies of the 

reports submitted, or electronically transmitted, to the respective federal agency or 
pass-through entity, as applicable. 

 
47) We have no subrecipient contracts that require disclosure on the SEFA. 

 
48) We have charged costs to federal awards in accordance with applicable cost principles. 
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49) We are responsible for and have accurately prepared the summary schedule of prior 
audit findings to include all findings required to be included by the Uniform Guidance, 
and we have provided you with all information on the status of the follow-up on prior 
audit findings by federal awarding agencies and pass-through entities, including all 
management decisions. 

 
50) We are responsible for and have ensured the reporting package does not contain 

protected personally identifiable information. 
 

51) We are responsible for and have accurately prepared the auditee section of the Data 
Collection Form as required by the Uniform Guidance. 

 
52) We have disclosed to you all contracts or other agreements with service organizations, 

and we have disclosed to you all communications from the service organizations 
relating to noncompliance at the service organizations.  

 

 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Curt Foster 

Comptroller 
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